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UNCLAS JERUSALEM 2153 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, IS, JO 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT FUNDS FOR TOURIST HOTEL AT KIRYAT ARBA 

1. EAST JERUSALEM PRESS DECEMBER 14 REPORTS THAT ISRAELI 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY, COMMERCE AND TOURISM HAS DECIDED TO 
ALLOCATE 23 MILLION IL TO CONSTRUCT A FIRST-CLASS HOTEL AT 
KIRYAT ARBA, JEWISH SETTLEMENT NEAR HEBRON. ACCORDING TO 
THESE REPORTS, HOTEL WOULD HAVE 125 ROOMS AND ITS PURPOSE 
WOULD BE TO HELP DEVELOP TOURISM IN ISRAEL. 

2. COMMENT: TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THIS IS FIRST GOI OFFICIAL 
EXPENDITURE TO DEVELOP TOURISM ON WEST BANK AND WOULD BE 
FIRST TOURIST FACILITY IN ANY ISRAELI SETTLEMNT ON WEST 
BANK. 
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